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BAck to School Tips & Reminders BAck to School Tips & Reminders by: Mayor Joe Ayoub
The new school year is just around the corner, and we know what that means… back to homework, 
clubs and afterschool practices, and school buses and traffic. To get us off to a smooth start, I wanted 
to give you some reminders and tips and tell you about programs you may not have known about.

Traffic TipsTraffic Tips
When school starts on August 10, we’ll be back to more traffic, school zones, and school buses. Let’s 
check out some safety tips from Florida Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles:
• Be alert and watch for children especially near schools, bus stops, school buses, and in school parking lots.
• Children on bicycles can be unpredictable and can make sudden changes in direction. Be especially 
careful when children are present in school zones and residential areas.
• Pay extra attention to lower speed limits in school zones.
• Watch for and obey signals from school crossing guards.
• Motorists are required to stop when approaching a school bus that is stopped with its red lights 
flashing and STOP arms extended.

HOmework help & Test PRepHOmework help & Test PRep
Now that we’ve gotten to and from school safely, it’s time for homework and studying! If your 
student needs help with their homework, test prep, or other school projects, look no further than 
the Safety Harbor Public Library. Homework Help with Teen Volunteers starts in September on 
Wednesdays from 3:00 – 6:00 PM for Kindergarten through 8th grade. Teen Volunteers will be at 
the library to help students with homework on a first come, first served basis.

For high school students, the library offers free SAT and college prep classes. You can find out more 
about these programs by searching the library’s event website at events.safetyharborlibrary.org.

Another great resource through the library is the Florida Electronic Library at flelibrary.com. Available for free, it has many educational 
resources for all grade levels to help with homework and other assignments. One example is Kids InfoBits which features a subject-based 
topic tree search and full-text, age-appropriate, curriculum-related magazine, newspaper, and reference content for information on 
current events, the arts, science, health, people, government, history, sports, and more.

Weekend food for KidsWeekend food for Kids
Did you know that many children who rely on school breakfast and lunch often 
don’t have food to eat on the weekends? The Mattie Williams Neighborhood 
Family Center provides weekend food packs with ready-to-eat items for 
children. The Center partners with The Kind Mouse to distribute food to local 
kids. To find out more about this program, visit mwnfc.org or call 727-791-
8255.

Lunch Pals mentoringLunch Pals mentoring
If you’ve ever wanted to give back into a child’s life, but thought you didn’t have time, you should check out the Lunch 
Pals Mentoring program. The Lunch Pals program pairs mentors with a student, and the two meet at the child’s school 
for 30 minutes a week during their lunch period. This a time for the mentor to get to know their mentee and spend 
time talking or doing activities. Many mentors form bonds with their mentees that keep them meeting year-after-year 
as the child progesses through school. You can find more information about this program at www.pcsb.org/lunchpals.

We look forward to a safe, healthy school year and hope you find these resources helpful.



Around Safety Harbor
When to Call 911
by: Andrew Portale, Firefighter/Paramedic

Most folks will never need to hail emergency services; regardless, Safety Harbor Fire 
Department and our community partners are ready to respond day or night, year-
round. Dialing 911 may seem intimidating, and some find the threshold for emergency 
services to be very high. In emergencies, time is precious and often dictates the 
outcome. Today, we’ll differentiate between when to dial 911 versus contacting the fire 
station directly.

When faced with a life-threatening situation such as a fire, medical crisis, or other 
dangerous situation, do not hesitate to dial 911. Pinellas County has a robust 
emergency response plan that dispatches the closest available unit (Fire, EMS, Law 
Enforcement) to the scene and can even provide life-saving guidance in the interim.

Conversely, many non-emergency situations should be directed to your local fire station by phone or in person. Situations may include 
asking general questions (e.g., hazardous material disposal), reporting non-urgent concerns (neighbor’s fire pit is safe yet burdensome), 
or requesting help to investigate a chirping smoke detector. The bottom line is every firefighter lives to serve the community, but we 
must ensure an appropriate unit response and remain prepared for true emergencies.

We hope this distinction helps clarify any ambiguity around contacting emergency services. Please contact our station at (727)-724-
1520 with any questions, comments, or concerns.

Where Does our Wastewater Go?
by: Renee Cooper, Public Works Director

Have you ever wondered where the water goes after you flush the toilet, drain the 
bathtub, or run the dishwasher? The wastewater from your home or business travels 
through your private plumbing lines and into a sewer lateral connected to a gravity 
sewer main. Gravity sewer systems connect to pump stations. Pump stations lift the 
wastewater that cannot be naturally carried by gravity and push it through a force 
main pipe to the next section of gravity sewer. All of the City’s wastewater ends up 
the City of Clearwater’s Northeast Water Reclamation Facility. The City maintains 25 
pump stations and over 74 miles of sanitary sewer piping.

How can you help? Please do not dispose of the following in any drains, including the 
toilet:

• Napkins
• Flushable Wipes
• Paper Towels
• Cotton Balls

Disposing of items in the sanitary sewer system can cause costly back-ups in your private home or business as well as in the City’s sewer 
mains and pump stations. Clogs or back-ups as a result of items like flushable wipes and F.O.G. in the City’s system can cause a sanitary 
sewer overflow (SSO) which is a reportable incident to FDEP (Florida Department of Environmental Protection) and could cause 
harmful bacteria to enter into the stormwater/surface water system. Call Public Works First! If you suspect a blockage in your sewer 
lateral, call Public Works at 727-724-1550.

• Dental Floss
• Feminine Products
• F.O.G (Fats/Oils/Grease)

Contact Public Works:
724-1550 x 2002

Contact Public Works:
724-1550 x 2002

Questions?Questions?

for more details: CityofSafetyHarbor.com/sanitation
Sep 11 – 13: End of Summer Clean-up

Quarterly Clean-Up Schedule
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Harbor Happenings

City Meetings
Check cityofsafetyharbor.com for meeting locations
4 All City Facilities Closed - Independence Day

Trash Collection will happen as usual
11 Library Advisory Committee, 7pm
12 Planning & Zoning Board/Board of Appeals, 6:30pm
13 Finance Advisory Committee, 6:30pm
17 City Commission, 7pm
19 Code Enforcement Board, 6:30pm
24 City Commission Budget Workshop, 6pm
25 Charter Review Committee, 6:30pm

Special Events
1 Independence Day Celebration presented by Blake Real Estate

(Waterfront Park), 5-9pm
4 4th of July Parade (Main Street), 10am
21 3rd Friday Street Celebration (Main Street), 6-10pm

City Meetings
Check cityofsafetyharbor.com for meeting locations
7 City Commission, 7pm
8 Library Advisory Committee, 7pm
9 Planning & Zoning Board/Board of Appeals, 6:30pm
10 Finance Advisory Committee, 6:30pm
16 Code Enforcement Board, 6:30pm
17 Firefighters’ Pension Board, 9am
21 City Commission, 7pm
29 Charter Review Committee, 6:30pm

Special Events
18 3rd Friday Street Celebration (Main Street), 6-10pm

July August

Market on Main
Sundays 2 10am - 3pm 2 

Gazebo on Main Street

Meet the Diversity Advisory Board
by: Terri Kearnes, Human Resources Director

Do you know about Safety Harbor’s Diversity Advisory Board? The Diversity Advisory Board, 
or DAB for short, was formed in 2020 with the purpose of making Safety Harbor a welcoming 
and inclusive community that respects all residents, gives them full access to resources, and 
promotes equal treatment and opportunity, and engages residents in decision-making processes 
that affect their lives. DAB is made up of seven Safety Harbor residents who are committed to 
and passionate about this purpose.

Over the last three years, DAB has been active in 
the community hitting the streets on weekends and 
going door-to-door in different neighborhoods to 
talk to residents about different programs, events, and 
resources that are available to them. They’ve hosted 
or assisted with events throughout the City including 
diversity celebrations and Community Police Officer 
Meet and Greet events.

When the Board was created, 
the City Commission approved 

six celebration months that would be recognized throughout the year 
by raising a flag at City Hall for the designated month paired with 
educational “Did You Know?” campaigns for each of the months.
The celebration months include Black History, Women’s History, 
Asian American Pacific Islander, Pride, Hispanic Heritage, and Native 
American Heritage.

DAB meets in the City Commission Chambers at City Hall on a 
regular basis, and meetings are open to the public. If you’d like more 
information on this board, you can visit cityofsafetyharbor.com/815/
Diversity-Advisory-Board or contact City Board Liaison, Terri Kearnes 
at tkearnes@cityofsafetyharbor.com or call 727-724-1555 x1407.
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Safety Harbor Public Library
Check Out What the Library Has to Offer by: Lisa Kothe, Library Director

Welcome to the Dog Days of Summer. Libraries are cool 
when it’s hot outside and we’re not just talking about the 
temperature. Check out just some of the cool things the 
library offers. For more information on these and other 
programs, visit SafetyHarborLibrary.com or call the Answers 
Desk, 725-1525 x4112. We’re happy to help.

1. Stream and download with Hoopla and Kanopy
You may have Netflix, but Hoopla is free with your library card and provides free access to thousands of movies, TV shows, music, 
audiobooks, eBooks, and comics. 
2. Libby – Digital Content
It has cute name, but don’t let that fool you. Libby is your resource for digital eBooks, eMagazines, audiobooks and streaming video on 
your favorite device. Perfect to take with you on your summer vacation! 
3. Free Museum Passes
Planning a staycation? Thanks to partnerships with thirteen local museums, the library offers free family admissions. Checkout our 
museum passes available on a first come, first serve basis. 
4. Borrow Things
The library has board games to check out for family game nights, pickleball racquets so you can try out the fastest growing sport on one 
of Safety Harbor’s courts and ukuleles so you can learn to play. There are WIFI hot spots, themed Reading Adventure Backpacks and 
STEAM kits for kids. 
5. Borrow Tools
Planning a summer DYI project? Check out the tool library before you buy. From miter and tile saws, to drills, pressure washers and 
garden tools, we probably have what you need.
6. Home Delivery
Are you unable to get to the library or know a resident who can’t 
due to illness, disability, or injury? Our outreach librarian can 
suggest books, DVDs, and magazines, and deliver and pick up 
from your home. 
7. Wall Street Journal
Can’t get past the paywall to read the WSJ? Create an account 
through the library website for access to unlimited articles on 
WSJ.com and in the Wall Street Journal app.
8. Learn a Language
Planning a trip or simply want to brush up on your high school 
French, Pronunciator is for you. It’s available online where you 
can choose one of 164 available languages, including ASL and 
learn using creative, effective techniques. 
9. Start a Garden
Not much grows well by seed in the Florida summer, but you 
can visit the Seed Library and start your bean, okra, squash, and 
pumpkin fall harvest.
10. Borrow Books
We can’t forget why libraries started in the first place. We have 
books for all ages and genres. Place a hold on popular books and 
you’ll be notified when items are available or stop in and browse. 
There are reading programs for all ages throughout the year 
where you can win prizes, just for doing what you love. 

We work hard to remain current to serve the needs of our 
community. If you haven’t been here in a while, stop by or visit 
our website for our schedule of programs for all ages. Your kids 
can even practice their reading to a dog. It doesn’t get better 
than that! 
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YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXT

mo willems story time party: (ages 0 - 8) 
tuesday,  July 12  at 1 1 :00 am 

josh the otter: (ages 2 - 5) 
friday ,  july 14   at 10 :30 am 

stream team:  (ages 4 -  8 )  
mondays, July 10, 17 & 24 at 2:00 pm 

Baby & me story time: (ages 0 - 18 months) 
thursdays,  July 13  & 27 at 10 :00 am 

I can eat a rainbow: (ages 2 - 5) 
friday ,  July 7 at 10 :30 am 

C H I L D R E N S  
SUMMER READING PROGRAMS

2020
2323

TERRIFIC TUESDAYS: starlite puppet show: 
(ages 2 -  8) tuesday, July 11 at 11 :00 am 

LEGO LEAGUE: (ages 3 - 12) thursdayS, 
JuLY 6, 13, 20 & 27 at 3:30 Pm 

TERRIFIC TUESDAY: Westcoast Sharkbytes 
science demonstrations: (ages 3 -  12) 
tuesday, July 18 at 11 :00 am 

story tots:  (ages 19 months -  4  YEARS)  
wednesday,  JuLY 19  at 10 :30 am 

teddy bear clinic: (ages 2 - 5) 
friday ,  july 21  at 10 :30 am 

PAWSOME READERS: (AGES 8 & UNDER) 
saturday,  JuLY 22 at 10 :30 am 

YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXT

C H I L D R E N S  
SUMMER READING PROGRAMS

2020
2323

zumbini: (ages 1 - 5) 
wednesday,  august 3 at 10 :30 am 

all about bees: (all ages) 
tuesday,  august 2 at 10 :30 am 

TERRIFIC TUESDAY: princess story time party: 
(ages 8 & under) tuesday, august 1 at 11:00 am 

FAMILY MOVIE minions: the rise of gru: 
(family) friday, july 28 at 10:30 am 

wee discoveries: (ages 5 & under) 
wednesday,  JuLY 26 at 1 1 :00 am 

MOMMY & ME - LACTATION EDUCATION: 
(FAMILY) THURSday, JuLY 27 at 6:30 Pm 

UKuLELE SING - ALONG: (ages 5 & under) 
SATURDAY,  JuLY 29 at 10 :30 am 

LEGO LEAGUE: (ages 3 - 12) 
thursday,  august 3 at 3:30 Pm 

1 0 1  2 N D  S T  N ,  S A F E T Y  H A R B O R ,  F L  3 4 6 9 5  
(727)724-1525 EXT.4118 SAFETYHARBORLIBRARY.COM

T I C K E T S  W I L L  B E  G I V E N  O U T  O U T  3 0  M I N   P R I O R  T O  E A C H  P R O G R A M

TERRIFIC TUESDAY: drum circle: (family) 
tuesday,  July 25 at 1 1 :00 am 
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Safety Harbor Recreation
Safety Harbor is Ready for Parks and Recreation Month...
Join us this July as We Celebrate Where Community Grows!
by Andrea Norwood, Leisure Services Director
 Since 1985, July has been celebrated as the nation’s official Park and Recreation Month. Created by the 

National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), Park and Recreation Month specifically highlights the 
essential and powerful role local park and recreation professionals, such as our staff in Safety Harbor, 

play in building stronger, more vibrant and more resilient communities all across the country.

This July, we will celebrate the vital role park and recreation professionals play in bringing 
people together, providing essential services, and fostering the growth of our communities. In 
Safety Harbor, you can celebrate Park and Recreation Month by visiting a park or playground, 
participating in a class or program, or attending one of the many special events. July is the perfect 

time to share how our parks and recreation professionals in Safety Harbor contribute to the overall 
health, well-being, and growth of our community. We encourage everyone in Safety Harbor to come 

celebrate the power of parks and recreation with us this July.

Leisure Services (Safety Harbor Parks and Recreation) prides itself on the large variety of program 
and event offerings and even more so on the various park setting experiences. Every city park in 
Safety Harbor has a different experience, whether it be the various types of playground equipment, 
hiking/walking trails, flora and fauna, athletic venues, or picturesque scenery – there’s something 
for everyone. More specifically, you’re invited to the Summer Carnival on July 14, hosted at Safety 
Harbor City Park from 12:00pm–3:00pm, or stop by and share your ideas, stories or questions for 
staff at Lunch with Leisure Services on July 15, at the Gazebo on Main Street between 10:00am–
12:00pm.

In today’s hectic world, it’s easy to forget that taking time to enjoy 
each day is so important to our health and well-being. Safety Harbor 
Leisure Services is committed to ensuring that every resident and 
visitor can experience outstanding recreational activities and park 
facilities that enhance our quality of life by helping us stay healthy 
and fit, build relationships with family and friends, and develop a 
sense of community pride. So, please join us in celebrating July as 
Park and Recreation Month.

#OurCommunityGrows #ParkandRecMonth23

Commemorative Bricks

GazeboGazebo

MuseumMuseum

For more information, call 727-724-1530 ext. 3306 or 
kgerlach@cityofsafetyharbor.com

Deadline for late October engraving - October 1

Make checks payable to: City of Safety Harbor

$100
All proceeds bene�t the

Safety Harbor Youth
Scholarship Fund OR

Safety Harbor Museum
of Regional History

Name:

Phone:

Email:
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REAL Fun! Summer Camps

For full list of Recreation events, classes, and programs: SafetyHarborRecreation.com

TIME
12-3 PMFUN

FAMILY

GAMES   INFLATABLES
PRIZES   FOOD

PARKS & RECREATION MONTH

CARNIVAL

SUMMER

14
JULY

FRIDAY

safetyharborrecreation.com

Safety Harbor City Park
650 9th Ave. S.      727-724-1555 x3301

TICKETS $.50 EACH
OR $10 FOR 24 TICKETS

Evening Classes 
 

Tues, Wednesday, Thursday  
$66 per session  (6 classes) 

 
Ages 3 & 4 4:30-5:10pm  
Ages 5-7  5:30-6:10pm 

Ages 8-10  6:30-7:10pm  
 

June 6-15, June 20-29,  
July 11-20, July 25-Aug3 

Morning Classes 
 
Tuesday, Thursday    Ages 3 & 4 9-9:40 am 
$88 per session  (8 classes)  Ages 5-7  10-10:40am 

June 7-28, July 12 - Aug 2 

Private Lessons 
 

$160 (4 classes), Ages 3-99 
 

Tuesdays 
9-9:40 am, 10-10:40am 

Wednesdays 
12-12:45pm, 2-2:45pm 

3-3:45pm 
 

June 7-28, July 12-Aug2 

Advanced Fishing Camp
Ages: 9-12, 7/5-7/7, 8am-12:30pm, $130, Marina

Jewelry Camp
Ages: 9-13, 7/5-7/7, 1-4pm, $100, Youth Ranch

Kids Kast Fishing Camp
Ages: 6-17, 7/10-7/13, 8:30am-1:30pm, $850, Marina
Ages: 6-17, 7/24-7/27, 8:30am-1:30pm, $850, Marina

Super Duper STEM Camp
Ages: 6-13, 7/10-7/14, 10am-12pm, $125, Folly Farm

All Sports Camp for Girls
Ages: 6-15, 7/17-7/21, 8:30am-1pm, $120, City Park
Ages: 6-15, 7/31-8/4, 8:30am-1pm, $120, City Park

Rockets, Planes, & Flying Things
Ages: 8-12, 7/17-7/21, 9am-12pm, $100, Folly Farm

Nature’s Story & Craft
Ages: 6-12, 7/17-7/21, 10am-12pm, $125, Folly Farm

Flag Football Camp
Ages: 7-13, 7/17-7/21, 10am-12pm, $70, City Park

All Sports Camp
Ages: 6-15, 7/24-7/28, 8:30am-1pm, $120, City Park

Tennis Beginner Camp
Ages: 8-12, 7/24-7/27, 8:30-10am, $80, Marshall St. Park

Skate Camp
Ages: 7-13, 7/24-7/28, 8:45-11:45am, $125, Skatepark

Balloon Art Camp
Ages: 7-11, 7/24-7/28, 9am-12pm, $100, Youth Ranch

Volleyball Intermediate Camp
Ages: 7-18, 7/24-7/28, 12:30-2:30pm, $75, Community Center

Dance & Meditation = FUN!
Ages: 9-13, 7/31-8/4, 9am-12pm, $55, Folly Farm

Group Piano Camp
Ages: 10-13, 7/31-8/4, 2-4pm, $150, Youth Ranch



8

PRST STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #6907

TAMPA FL

Home of the Mineral Springs
SAFETYHARBOR

City of 

Florida
750 Main Street 
Safety Harbor Florida
34695
(727) 724-1555
www.cityofsafetyharbor.com

The City of Safety Harbor is a participant in the National Flood Insurance 
Program/Community Rating System (NFIP/CRS).

We o�er FEMA �ood map determinations on property located in the city. 
Elevation certi�cates, if available, may be obtained through the Building 
Department. 

For more information regarding this program, please contact the City of 
Safety Harbor at 727-724-1555.Information

Zone
Flood

INDEPENDENCE
city of safety harbor’s

DAY CELEBRATION

5–9 pm Fireworks at 9pm

SafetyHarborEvents.com

Saturday, July 1ST

live entertainment
vendors

at waterfront park
NEW
DATE!

parking map at:
CityofSafetyHarbor.com/parking

CityScape
CityScape is a publication of the City of Safety 
Harbor. For the latest updates on these and other 
stories visit us online at cityofsafetyharbor.com.

City Officials
Joe Ayoub, Mayor
Andy Steingold, Vice Mayor 
Nancy Besore, Commissioner
Carlos Diaz, Commissioner
Cliff Merz, Commissioner
Matthew Spoor, City Manager

City Directory
City Hall: 727-724-1555
Community Center: 727-724-1530
Fire Department: 727-724-1520
Library: 727-724-1525
Museum & Cultural Ctr.: 727-724-1562
Public Works: 727-724-1550
Rigsby Recreation Center: 727-724-1545


